Obstructive calcification of the thoracic aorta revealed by dilated cardiomyopathy.
Obstructive calcification of the thoracic aorta appears as acquired coarctation of the aorta. The case we present is of note because it presented as a dilated cardiomyopathy. The diagnosis, suspected on chest X-ray, was confirmed by catheterization, aortic angiography and thoracic computer tomography. The patient underwent aortic endarterectomy, but died in the post-operative period. Review of the literature shows that the pathogenesis of the condition remains unclear.